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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

MEMORANDUM 

ZCI6AM3?0 n-S-ZS 

August 30, 2016 

SENSITIVE 

TO; 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

The Commission 

BY: 

SUBJECT: 

Alec Palmer 
Staff Director /r 
Patricia C. Orrock' 
Chief Compliance Officer 

Debbie Chacona. 
Assistant Staff Director 
Reports Analysis Division 

Kristin D. Roser 
Compliance Branch 

-f 

Reason to Believe Recommendation -
Failure to File 48-Hour Notices under the Administrative Fine Program 

Attached is the name of a principal campaign committee that has failed to timely file a 
48-hour notice with the Commission for contributions of $1,000.00 or more received from the 
close of books for the Texas 2016 12 Day Pre-Primary Report up to 48 hours before the March 1, 
2016 Primary Election in accordance with 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and 11 CFR. § 104.5(0- The 
committee, Vicente Gonzalez for Congress, represents a candidate who won the Primary 
Election. The committee is being referred for failing to timely file a 48-hour notice for a 
contribution totaling $200,000.00. 

A 48-hour notice is required to report all contributions of a $1,000.00 or more, to any 
authorized committee of a candidate, including contributions from the candidate, loans from the 
candidate and other non-bank sources and endorsements or guarantees of loans from banks, as 
per 11 CFR § 104.5(0-

We have attached an information sheet which includes the contributor name, date of 
receipt and amount of the contribution for which a 48-hour notice was not filed. 

In accordance with the schedule of civil money penalties outlined within 11 CFR § 
111.44, this committee should be assessed the civil money penalty so indicated. 



I 

I 

Recommendation 

1. Find reason to believe that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, 
Treasurer, in her official capacity as treasurer, violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and make a 
preliminary determination that a civil money penalty of $20,137 be assessed. 

2. Send the appropriate letter. 

Attachment 



Contributions for Which a 48-Hour Notice Was Not Timely Received 

AF 3089 
Committee ID: C00592659 
Committee Name: Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 
Report Type: 2016 April Quarterly Report (02/11/2016 - 03/31/2016) 
48-Hour Reporting Period: 02/11/2016 - 02/27/2016 

CONTRIBUTOR DATE AMOUNT 
GONZALEZ, VICENTE 02/16/16 $200,000.00 

TOTAL $200,000.00 

Proposed Civil Money Penalty: 520,137.00 ((1 Notice Not Filed at $137 each) + (10% of the 
Overall Contributions Not Filed)) 
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

In the Matter of 

Reason to Believe Recommendation -
Failure to File 48-Hour Notices under the 
Administrative Fine Program: Vicente 
Gonzalez for Congress and Lorena Saenz 
Gonzalez, in her official capacity as 
treasurer 

AF 3089 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Shawn Woodhead Werth, Secretary and Clerk of the Federal Election 

Commission, do hereby certify that on September 02,2016, the Commission 

decided by a vote of 6-0 to take the following actions in AF 3089: 

1. Find reason to believe that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and 
Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, in her official capacity as treasurer, violated 
52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and make a preliminary determination that a 
civil money penalty of $20,137 be assessed. 

2. Send the appropriate letter. 

Commissioners Goodman, Hunter, Petersen, Ravel, Walther, and Weintraub 

voted affirmatively for the decision. 

Date ' 

Attest: 

Shavm Woodhead Werth 
Secretary and Clerk of the.Gbi 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHiNCION, aC. 20'lf.3 

September 2, 2016 

Mrs. r.otena Saen/ Gorizale/, in official capacity as Treasurer 
Vicente (ionzalc/.Tor Congress 
121 North lUlh Street 
McAllcn.TX 78501 

C0()592659 
AT^; 3089 

Dear Mrs. (Jon/ale/.: 

The rcderal rilcclion Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,. 52 U.S.C. § 30101, ct seq. 
("the Act"}, requires principal campaign committees of candidates for federal office to notify in 
writing cither the Secretary of the Senate or the Federal FJcclion Commission ("FlIC"), and the 
Secretary of Slate, as appropriate, of any contribution of SI,000 or more, received by any 
authorized committee of the candidate after the 20th day, but more than <18 hours before, any 
election. 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a)(6)(A). The Act further requires notification to be made within 48 
hours alicr the receipt of the contribution and to include the name of the candidate and office 
sought, the date of receipt, the amount of the contribution, and the identification of the 
contributor. /d. These notification requirements are in addition to all other reporting 
requirements. 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a). Our rccord.s indicate that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 
did not timely .stibmit 48-1 lour Notices for contributions of $1,000 or more, received on February 
16, 2U16, totaling S200,000, as required by 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a)(6)(A). Attachment 1. 

The Act permits the FF.C to impo.se civil money penalties for violations of the reporting 
rcqiiiremcnt.s of 52 U.S.C. § 30l()4(a). 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(4). On September 2, 2016, the 
FEC found that there is Reason to Relieve ("RTB") that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and you, 
in your official capacity as treasurer, violated 52 U.S.C. § .30104(a) by failing to file the 48-Hour 
Notices. Based on the FEC's schedule of civil money penalties at 11 CFR § 111.44, the amount 
of your civil money penalty calculated at the RTB stage is $20,137. Please .see the attached copy 
of the Commissior.'s administrative line regulations at 11 CFR §§ 111.30-111.55. Attachment 2. 
The Commission's website contains tunher information about how the administrative fine 
program works and how the fines are calculated.. http:/7'www.fec.gov/af/af.shtml. 11 CF'R § 
11 1.34. The amount of the civil money penally is .$137 for each non-filed notice plus 10 percent 
of the dollar amount of the contributions not timely reported. The civil money penalty increases 
by 25 percent tor each prior violation. Send your payment of $20,137 svithin forty (40) days of 
the finding, or by October 12, 2016. 

At this juncture, the following courses of action arc available to you: 

I. If Yoii Choose to Challenge the RTB Finding and/or Civil Money Penalty 

http://www.fec.gov/af/af.shtml
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If you should decide in challenge ilie KTFS finding and/or cnlculalcd civil money penalty, 
you imisi submit a wrilien response to the FRC's Ofticc of Adininislraiive Review, 999 L Street, 
N\V, Washington, OC 20463. Your response must include the AFtt (found at the top of page 1 
under your eommitlee's identification number) and be received within tbrly (40) days of the 
Commission's RTR rinding, or October 12, 2016. 11 Cl-R $ IJ 1.35(a). Your written response 
must include the reasoii(s) why you arc challenging the RTB finding and/or calculated civil 
nv.niey penalty, and must include the Ihetual basis supponing the leason(s) and supporting 
doeumeniaiion. The l-'HC siioiigly eneouiages that documents be suhmiitcd in the form of 
atfidavits or declarations. I I (.'["R ii 111.36(c). 

i he Ff-C will only consider chiilicngc.s thai arc based on at least one of three grounds; 
(I) a factual error in the RTB tinding; (2) miscalculation of the calculated civil money penally by 
i;ic FRC; or (3 ) your deiiionstrated use of best efforts to file in a timely manner when prevented 
from doing so by reosunably iinfore.seen clreumslances that were beyond your control. 11 CFR § 
111.35(b). In order for a challenge to be eonsidered on the basis of best efforts, you must have 
filed the required report no later than 24 hours alter the end of these reasonably unforeseen 
circumstances. W. Examples of circumstances thai will be considered re.i.conably unforc.s-ccn 
and beyond your control include, but arc not limited tii: (1) a failure of Commission computers 
or Commission-provided software despite your .seeking technical assistance from Commission 
pcrsonael and resources; (2) a widespread disruption of infoiiuation transmissions over the 
Inier.net tliat is not caused by a failure of the Commission's or your computer systems or Internet 
.service provider; and (3) severe weather or other di.sasier-relaicd iiicideni. 11 CFR § 111.35(e). 
Examples of circiimslances that will not be- considered reasonably imforesccr, and beyond your 
control include, but arc not limited to; (I) negligence; (2) delays caused by vendors or 
contractors; (3) irensiircr and Rt-iff illness, inexperience or unavailability, (4) cominillee 
compuier, software, or Inicrncl service provider railure.s; (5) failure to know filing dates; and (6) 
failure to use filing software properly. 11 CFR § 111.35(d). 

The "i'aiiure to raise an argument in a timely fashion during the administrative process 
sliall be deemed a waiver" of your right to present sueh arguincm in a petition to the U.S. District 
Court under 52 U.S.C. § 30U39. 11 CFR § 111.3.S. 

If you intend to be represented by counsel, please advise the Office of Administrative 
Review. You should provide, in writing, the name, address and telephone number of your 
counsel and juihoiize counsel to receive notifications and comnTunications relating to this 
clialienge and imposition of the calculated civil money penalty. 

2. If Von Choose Not to fay the Civil .Money Penalty and Not to .Submit a Challenge 
If you do not pay the calculated civil money penalty arid do not submit a writteti 

response, the FEC will assume that the preceding factual allegations arc true and make a final 
determination that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and you, in your official capacity as treasurer, 
violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and assess a eivil money penalty. 

Unpaid civil money penalties assessed through the Administrative Fine regulations will 
be subject to the Debt Collection Act of 1982 ("DCI.-V'), as amended by the Debt Collection 
Improvement Act of 1996, 31 U.S.C. § 3701 et seq. The FEC may take any and all appropriate 
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iiclion iiuthorizcd and required by llie /)CA, as amended, including iransfer to Ihe 1.1.S. 
[Dcpartmciil ol'lhc i'reasuiy {"or eolleelion. 11 CFR § 111.5 \(aX2). 

C 
.3. II" You Choose to Psiy llic Civil Money Penalty 

H" you should decide lu pay ihc calculated civil money penally, follow the. praymcnt 
instfuetion.s on page '1 of" thia letter. Upon receipt of your payiiiciit, tl\e PEC will send you a rma) 
detertninntion letter. 

NO I IC.K KK<;.\RI)1NG PAIM l.AL PAVMENT.S .AND SKTTl.FMKN I OI-TKKS 

d. Partial Payment.s 
If you make a payment in an amount le.ss than the caleuhitcd civil money penalty, the 

amount of your partial payment will be credited towards the full civil money penalty that the 
Commission a.s.sesses upon making a linal determination. 

S. Settlement Offers 
.Any offer to settle or compromise a debt owed to the Commission, including a payment 

in an amount less than the calculated civil money penally ao.se.s.scd or any re..striciivo 
endorsements contained or. your cheek or money order or proposed in corrcspoiKlcnce 
transmitted with your check or money order, will be rejected. .Acceptance and deposit or cashing 
of such a restricted payment does not constitute acceptance of" the .settlement offer. Payments 
containing restrictive endorsements will be deposited and treated a.s a partial payment towards 
the civil money penalty that the Commission a.ssesses upon making a final determination. All 
unpaid eivil money penalty amounts remaining will he suhieet to the debt collection procedures 
set forth in Section 2, above. 

This matter was generated based on information ascertained by the PHC in the normal 
course of carrying out il.s supervisory responsibilities. 52 U.S.C. § 30109(aX2). Unlcs.s you 
notify the FBC in writing that you wish the matter to be made public, it will remain eonlideiitiai 
in aeeoidancc with 52 U.S.C. § 3()109(a)(4X"13') and 30109(a)(l 2XA) until it is placed on the 
public record at the conclusion of this matter in aecordance with 11 CFR § 111.42. 

.As noted earlier, you may obtain additional information on the FECs administrative fine 
l)rograin, including the final regulations, on the FEC's website at http:.'ywww.l"cc.gov/af"/af".shtml. 
If" you have questions regarding the payment of the calculated civil money penalty, plea.se 
contact David Oarr in the Reports .Analysis Division at our toll free number (800) 424-9530 (at 
tlic prompt press 5) or (202) 694-1130. If you have questions regarding the submission of a 
challenge, please contact the Office of Administrative Review at our toll free number (800) 424-
9530 (press 0, then ext. 1660) or (202) 694-1660. 

On behalf of the Commission, 

.Matthew S. Petersen 
Chair 
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ADMINISTRATIVK KINK REMITTANCE & PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS 

In accordance with the schedule of penalties at 11 CHR § 111.44, the amount of youf civil 
money penalty calculated at R I B is $20,137 for the 2016 Primary Election 48-Hour Notification 
Report. 

You may remit payment by ACIl withdrawal from your bank account, or by debit or 
credit card tiuougli Pay.gov, the federal government's secure portal for online collections. Visit 
www.fec.gov./afVpay.shtml to be directed to Pay.gov's Administrative Fine Program Payment 
form. 

This penalty may also be paid by cheek or money order, made payable to the Federal 
Klection Commission. It .should be .sent by mail to: 

Federal Flection Commission 
P.O. Bo.x 979058 
St. I,oui.s, MO 63197-9000 

If you choose to send your payment by courier or overnight delivery, please send to: 

U.S. Rank - Government l.,ockhox 
FEC #979058 
1005 Convention Plaza 
Attn: Govcrmnent Lockbox, SL-M0-C2GL 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

PAYMENTS BY PERSONAL CHECK 
Personal checks will be converted into electronic funds transfers (EFTS). Your account 

will be eleetroriically debited for the amount on your cheek, usually within 24 hours, and the 
debit will appear on your regular siatcmeni. We will destroy your original check and keep a 
copy of it. In ease the EFT cannot be processed for technical reasons, you authorize us to 
process the copy in lieu of the original check. .Should the EFT not be completed because of 
insufficient funds, we may try to make the transfer twice. 

PLEA.SE DETACH AND RETURN THE PORTION liELOW WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

FOR: Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 

FEC ID//: C00592659 

AF//; 3089 

PAYMENT DUE DATE; October 12,2016 

PAYMENT AMOUNT DUB: $20,137 



Contributions for Which a 48-Hoiii- Notice Was Not Timelv Weceivcil 

AF3089 
Committee ID: C00592659 i 
Committee Name: Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 
Report Type: 2016 April Quarterly Report (02/11/2016 - 03/31/2016) 
48-Iloijr Reporting Period: 02/11/2016 - 02/27/2016 

coNTkimnoR 
GONZALRZ. VICENTE 

DATF. . AMOUNT 
02/16/16 
TOTAL 

S200.000.p0_ 
S2o6,ooo'ob 

Proposed Civil Money Penalty: S20,137.00 ((1 Notice Not Filed at $137 each) + (10% of the 
Overall Contributions Not Filed)) 

Attachment 1 



Attachment 1 
1 Page. 

YICENTEGONZALEZ 
for U.S. CONGRESS 

e»» t-n 

:s 
~:T (-n 
co 
CP 

Federal Election Commission 
Office of Administrative Review 
999 E. St. NW 
Washington D.C. 20463 

000592659 
AF#:3089 

To whom this may concern, 

I am corresponding regarding the above referenced ID info. I would like to respectfully challenge this fine. And 
ask the board to re-consider the assessed fine. 

This is my first time running for any political office. Unfortunately, even with some compliance assistance, I was 
never made aware of a 48hr reporting rule applying on my own contributions. I assumed contributions meant 
funds coming from other than myself. We repoded it as soon as we were made aware and have reported 
timely on all others. 

This was an honest mistake with no mal intent and resulted in no harm. We would ask that you please take this 
into consideration and reconsider waiving the fine, or at the minimum to please reconsider the brutal amount of 
this fine, and I respectfully ask for a reduction in this amount. 

Your consideration is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely 

Vicente Gonzalez 
TX-D 15 Candidate 

(956)888-5448 * votevicente@gmail.com • 121 N. 10th St., McAlien, TX 78501 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 204(i.i 

November 16, 2016 

REVIEWING OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW ("OAR") 

AF# 3089 - Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and Mrs. Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, in her ofTHcial 
capacity as Treasurer (C00592659) 

Summary of Recommendation 

Make a final determination that the respondents violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and assess 
a $20,137 civil money penalty. 

Reason-to-Believe Background 

In connection with the 2016 Texas Primary Election held on March 1, 2016, the 
respondents were required to file 48-Hour Notices for contributions of $1,000 or more received 
between February 11, 2016 and February 27, 2016. On September 2, 2016, the Commission 
found reason to believe ("R'fB") that the respondents violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) for failing to 
timely file 48-Hour Notices for one contribution of $200,000 and made a preliminary 
determination that the civil money penalty was $20,137 based on the schedule of penalties at 
11 C.F.R. § 111.44. A letter was mailed to the respondents' address of record from the Reports 
Analysis Division ("RAD") on September 2, 2016 to notify them of the Commission's RTB 
finding and civil money penalty. 

Legal Requirements 

The Federal Election Campaign Act ("Act") requires that the principal campaign 
committee of a candidate must notify the Commission, in writing, of any contribution of $1,000 
or more received after the 20"' day but more than 48 hours before an election, 'fhe principal 
campaign committee must notify the Commission within 48 hours of receipt of the contribution. 
The 48-hour notillcation shall be in addition to all other reporting requirements under the Act. 
5.2 U.S.C. § 30104(a)(6)(A) and 11 C.F.R. § 104.5(1). Reports electronically filed must be 
received and validated at or before 11:59 pm Eastern Standard/Daylight Time on the filing 
deadline to be timely filed. II C.F.R. §§ 100.19(c) and 104.5(e). The treasurer shall be 
personally responsible for the timely filing of reports. 11 C.F.R. § 104.14(d). 



Summar}' of Respondents' Challenge 

On October 4, 2016, the Commission received the written response ("challenge") from the 
Candidate. He explains that this was his first time running for any political office, and he was 
unaware that the 48-Hour reporting requirement applied to contributions he made to the 
Committee. He states that "[tjhis was an honest mistake with no mal intent and resulted in no 
harm." He concludes by requesting that the Commission reconsider the "brutal" penalty. 

Analysis 

The Reviewing Officer confirms that the 48-Hour Notice requirements do apply to a 
committee's receipt of candidate loans. The Commission's regulations, publications, and website 
explain 48-Hour Notice reporting requirements. Candidate loans are specifically included in the 
definition of a contribution at 11 C.F.R. § 100.52. In addition, page 81 of the Campaif^n Guide 
for Conf^re.sxioual Candidates and Committees explains that 48-Hour Notice requirements 
"[apply] to all types of contributions to any authorized committee of the candidate, 
including...loans from the candidate..." Further, on January 27, 2016, the Commission's 
Information Division sent an email to vgonzalezforcongress@gmail.com and 
janica@pcmsllc.com, the email addresses disclosed on the Committee's Statement of 
Organization. The email included a link to the 2016 Texas Pre-Primary Report Prior Notice on 
the Commission's website. The notice detailed the reporting requirements in connection with the 
2016 Texas Primary Election, including the 48-Hour Notice requirement, for contributions of 
$1,000 or more received from February 11. 2016 through February 27, 2016. Within the Prior 
Notice, there was a link to the Supplemental Filing Information for Congressional Committees 
page of the Commission's website, which stales: 

The principal campaign committee must file notices if any authorized 
committees receive any contribution (including in-kind gifts or advances 
of goods or scr\'iccs; Loans from the candidate or other non-bank 
sources; and guarantees or endorsements of bank loans to the 
candidate or committee) of $1,000 or more per source, during the period 
less than 20 days but more than 48 hours before any election in which the 
candidate is running. See 11 CFR 104.5(0. (emphasis included) 

The Reviewing Officer confirms that the Commission correctly calculated the civil 
money penalty assessed at RTB pursuant to 11 C.F.R. § 111.44. The calculation is $137 plus 10 
percent of the amount of the contributions not reported on each 48-Hour Notice. The 
respondents failed to file a 48-Hour Notice for one contribution of $200,000 received on 
February 16. 2016. Therefore, the amount of the civil money penally is 
($137 x'l ) + (.10 X $200,000) or $20,137, as assessed at RTB. 

Negligence is specifically included at 11 C.F.R. § 111.35(d) as an example of a 
circumstance that will not be considered reasonably unforeseen and beyond the respondents' 
control. Their challenge fails to addrc.ss any of the three valid grounds at 11 C.F.R § 111.35(b). 
These are: (i) the RTB finding is based on factual errors; and/or (ii) the improper calculation of 
the civil money penalty; and/or (iii) they used best efforts to file on time but were prevented 

mailto:janica@pcmsllc.com


from doing so by reasonably unforeseen cireumstances that were beyond their eontrol and they 
Hied the report no later than 24 hours after the end of these circumstances. 
11 C.F.R. § 104.14(d). Therefore, the Reviewing Offieer recommends that the Commission 
make a fmal determination that the respondents violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and assess a 
$20,137 civil money penalty. 

OAR Recommendations 

1. Adopt the Reviewing Ofticer recommendation for AF# 3089 involving Vicente Gonzalez for 
Congress and Mrs. Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, in her official capacity as Treasurer, in making 
the final determination; 

2. Make a final determination in AF# 3089 that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and Mrs. Lorena 
Saenz Gonzalez, in her official capacity as Treasurer, violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and 
assess a $20,137 civil money penalty; and 

3. Send the appropriate letter. 

Attachments 

Attachment 1 - Challenge Received from Respondents 
Attachment 2 -
Attachment 3 - Declaration from RAD ; 
Attachment 4 - Declaration from OAR 



Aiiachment 3 
11 Pages 

DECLARATION OF KRISTIN D. ROSER 

1. I am ihe Chief of Ihe Compliance Branch for the Reports Analysis Division of the Federal 

Election Commission ("Commission"). In my capacity as Chief of the Compliance Branch, I 

oversee the initial processing of the Administrative Fine Program. I make this declaration 

based on my personal knowledge and, if called upon as a witness, eould and would testify 

competently to the following matters. 

2. It is the practice of the Reports Analysis Division to document all calls to or from committees 

regarding a letter they receive or any questions relating to the FECFile software or 

administrative fine regulations, including due dates of reports and filing requirements. 

3. I hereby certify that documents identified herein arc true and accurate copies of the following 

sent by the Commission to Vicente Gonzalez for Congress: 

A) Request tor Additional Information for the 2016 April Quarterly Report, dated 

June 13, 2016, referencing the missing 48-Hour Notice (sent via electronic mail 

to: vgonzale/forcongrcss@gmail.com andjanicu@pcmsllc.com); 

B) Reason-to-Bclicve Letter, dated September 2, 2016 referencing the mis.sing 48-

I lour Notice (sent via overnight mail to the address of record). 

4. I hereby certify that 1 have searched the Commission's public records and find that Vicente 

Gonziiicz for Congre.ss filed the missing 48-Hour Notice with the Commission on March 22, 

2016. 

5. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1746. I declare under penalty of perjury that the Ibregoitig is true and 

correct and that all relevatit telecoms for the matter have been provided. This declaratiot'i was 

c.xccuted at Washington, D.C. on the 6"' day of October, 2016. 

Kristin D. Roser 
Chief, Compliance Branch 
Reports Analysis Division 
Federal Election Comtnission 

mailto:andjanicu@pcmsllc.com


Response Due Date 

07/18/2(116 

Image// 201606130300048777 

RQ-2 

FrL'E:~/>. E-F.C nON COMV.iS.S OK 

June 13,2016 

MRS. LORENA SAENZ GONZAI.I:/. 7 REASURI-R 
VICENI I- GONZALEZ FOR CONGRESS 
121 NOR I II lOTII S! Rl-:i:i" 
.VICAI.I.EN. TX 7X501 

IDENTIFICA HON NUMBER; C00592659 

REFERENCE: APRIL gUARTERLY REPOR I" (02/11/2016 - 03./31/'20l6) 

Dear Treasurer: 

This letter is prompted by liie Commission's preliminary review of the report referenced 

above. This notice retine.sis infomiation essential to full public disclosure of your 

federal election campaign finances. Failure to adequately respond by the response 

date noted above could result in an audit or enforcement action. Additional 

information is needed for the foUovving i itcm(s); 

- Schedule A of your report indicates that your conimiilee may have failed to 
file one or more of the required 48-liour notices regarding "last minute" 

contributions received by your committee after the close of books for the 12 
Day F're-Primary Report (see attached). A principal campaign comminee must 

notify the Commission, in writing, within 48 hours of any contribution of 

•SI,000 or more received between two and twenty days before an election. 

These conlrihuiions are then reported on the next report required to be filed by 

the committee. To ensure that the Commission is notified of last minute 

contributions of .HI,000 or more to your campaign, it is recommended that you 
review your procedures for checking contributions received during the 

aforementioned time period. The failure to file 48-hour notices may result in 

civil money penalties or legal enforcement action. (I I CER jj 104.5(0) 

If any contribution of $1,000 or more was incorrectly reported, you mu.st 

amend your original report with the clarifying information. 

Please nt)te,' you will not receive an additional notice from the Commission on this 

matter. .Adequate responses must be received by the Commission on or before the due 

date noted above to be taken into consideration in determining whether audit action will 

be initialed. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may al.so result in an 

enforcement action again.st the committee. Any respon.se submincd by your committee 

will be placed on the public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to 



Image# 201606130300048778 

VICKNTK GONZAI-LZ FOR CONGRESS 

Page 2 of 2 

taking enforcement action. Requests for extensions of time in which to respond will 
not be considered. 

Electronic Filers must file ameiulnieins fio incUulc sialcmenis. desieiiations and rcpoiis) 

i!?. an electronic format and must siibmii an amended report in its entirely, rather than 

iiisl those poi iion.'v of the renoi l that iiic beine aineiulcd. 

If you should have any questions regarding this matter or wish to verity the adequacy of 
your response, please contact me on our toll-iree number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt 

press 5 to reach the Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 694-1187. 

Sinccrelv, 

Laura Ilcaufort 
Sr. Campaign Finance & Reviewing Analyst 

Rcpoits Analysis Division 
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Image# 201606130300048779 Atiachment Page 1 of 1 

Alissing 48-Hour Notices 
Vicente Gonzalez for Congress (C00592659) 

Contributor Nome Date Aniount Rluctioii 

Gonzalez, Vicente 2/16/16 $200,000.00 P2016 



Atiachment 4 
4 Pages 

DFXLARATION OF RHEANNON MAGRUDER 

1) I am the Reviewing Officer in the Office of Administrative Review for the Federal 
Election Commission ("Commission"). In my capacity as Reviewing Officer, I 
conduct research with respect to all challenges submitted in accordance with the 
Administrative Fine program. 

2) The principal campaign committee of a candidate must file notifications disclosing 
contributions of $ 1,000 or more which are received after the 20"' day but more than 
48 hours before an election. These notifications (also called 48-Hour Notices) must 
be filed with the Commission within 48 hours of the committee's receipt of the 
conlribution(s). 

3) I hereby certify that I have searched the Commission's public records and that the 
documents identified herein are the true and accurate copies of: 

a) Report Cover Page and I page of Schedule A for the 2016 April Quarterly 
Report filed by Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and Mrs. Lorena Saenz 
Gonzalez, in her official capacity as Treasurer. According to the 
Commission's records, the report covers the period from February II, 2016 
through March 31, 2016 and was received on April 15, 2016. 

b) Page I of the Statement of Organization filed by Vicente Gonzalez for 
Congress and Mrs. l.orena Saenz Gonzalez, in her official capacity as 
Treasurer on November 21, 2015. The filing discloses 
vgonzalezforcongress@gmail.com and janica@pcmsllc.com as the 
Committee's email addresses. 

4) Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct and that this declaration was executed at Washington, D.C. on the 
16th day of November, 2016. 

Rhiannon Magruder 
Reviewing Officer 
Office of Administrative Review 
Federal Election Commission 
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REPORT OF RECEIPTS 
AND DISBURSEMENTS 

For An Authorized Committee 

1 

OHIce Use Only 

NAME OF 
COMMITTEE (in full) 

TYPE OR PRINT • Example: If typing, type 
over ttie lines. 

Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 

12FE4iyi5 

ADDRESS (number and street) 

Checl< if different 
ttian previously 
reported. (ACC) 

: 121 North 10th SI 

McAllen 

2. FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ' 

c C00592659 

CITY 

1 TX 

STATE 

78501 

3. IS THIS 
REPORT 

NEW 
(N) OR 

4. TYPE OF REPORT (Choose One) 

(a) Ouarterly Reports: 

X April 15 Quarterly Report (01) 

July 15 Ouarterly Report (02) 

October IS Ouarterly Report (03) 

January 31 Year-End Report (YE) 

Termination Report (TER) 

AMENDED 
(A) 

(b) 12-Day PRE-Election Report for the: 

Primary (12P) General (12G) 

Convention (12C) Special (12S) 

Election on 

(c) 30-Day POST-Election Report for the: 

General (30G) Runoff (30R) 

Election on 

ZIP CODE 

STATE • DISTRICT 

TX 15 

Runoff (12R) 

in the 
State of 

Special (30S) 

in the 
State of 

5. Covering Period 02 11 2016 through 03 31 2016 

I certify that I have examined this Report and to the best of my knowledge and belief it is true, correct and complete. 

Type or Print Name of Treasurer Lorena Saenz Gonzalez 

04 15 2016 
Signature of Treasurer l.uiviui Sm-n: CIUKHICZ lEIecinmh-ally f-'iledl Date 

NOTE: Submission of false, erroneous, or incomplete information may subject the person signing this Report to the penalties of 2 U.S.C. §437g. 

L 
FE5AN018 

Office 
Use 
Only 

FEC FORM 3 , 
(Revised 02/2003) 
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SCHEDULE A (PEG Form 3) 

ITEMIZED RECEIPTS 
Use separate schedule(s) 
for each category of the 
Detailed Summary Page 

FOR LINE NUMBER: 
(check only one) 

[PAGE 18 OF 84 

ila lib lie 

12 X 13a J.3b , 

lid 

ni5 
Any Information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions 
or for commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political committee to solicit contributions from such committee. 

>NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full) 

Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 

A. 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 
Vicente Gonzalez 

Mailing Address PQ BQX 720603 

City 

McAllen 

State Zip Code 

TX 78504-0603 

FEC ID number of contributing 
feoeral political committee. C H6TX15162 

Name of Employer 
N/A 

Occupation 
Candidate 

Receipt For: 2016 

X Primary 

Other (speclty) 

General 
Election Cycle-to-Date 

1200000.00 

Date of Receipt 

02 16 2016 

Transaction ID : VR0SRFPETW3 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

200000.00 

Memo item 

B. 

Full Name (Last, First, Middle initial) 

Vicente Gonzalez 
Mailing Address po Box 720603 

City 
McAllen 

State Zip Code 
TX 78504-0603 

FEC ID number of contrlbuling 
federal political committee. C H6TX15162 

Name of Employer 

N/A 

Occupation 

Candidate 

Receipt For: 2016 

^ Primary 

Other (specify) 

General 

Date of Receipt 

02 26 2016 

Transaction ID : VR0SRFHA7J3 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

200000.00 

Memo Item 

Election Cycle-to-Date 

1400000.00 

c. 
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

Vicente Gonzalez 
Mailing Address pQ Box 720603 

City State Zip Code 

McAllen TX 78504-0603 

FEC ID number of contributing 
federal political committee. c H6TX15162 

Name of Employer Occupation 

N/A Candidate 

Receipt For: 2016 

Primary 

X Other (specify) 

Date of Receipt 

03 10 2016 

Transaction ID : VR0SRGDSBE8 

Amount of Each Receipt this Period 

50000.00 

Memo Item 

Election Cycle-to-Date 
General 

Run-off Primary 1450000.00 

SUBTOTAL Of Receipts This Page (optional). 
450000.00 

TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only).... 

FEC Schedule A (Form 3] (Revised 12/2015) 



r 
FEC 

FORM 1 

STATEMENT OF 
ORGANIZATION 

PAGE 1 / 4 n 
''Rrcrivfo 

FLC MAIL CEHTLR 

1. NAME OF 
COMMITTEE (in lull) 

(Check if name 
is changed) 

Examples typing, type 
over the lines. ? • . . . , , . J 

Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 
i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

ADDRESS (number and street) • 
.121 North 10th Street 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

; ^ (Check if address 
is changed) i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ' 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

; ^ (Check if address 
is changed) 

McAllen 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 . . 1 . 1 T' 1 

,78501 
1 1 1 1 1 l-l 1 . 1 1 

CITY A STATE A ZIP CODE A 

u 

? 
COMMITTEE'S E-MAIL ADDRESS 

••• ' . (Check ii address vgonzalezforcongress@gmail.com 
:, :i is changed) I i i i i i ' " I 1 I I I I I I I I I 1 I I I I I I I I 

Optional Second E-Mail Address 
|iapi9a(gpcr7is,llc,C9m, , 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I J—L 

COMMITTEE'S WEB PAGE ADDRESS (URL) 

'•"1 4 (Check if address gonzalezforcongress.com 
....'i is changed) I I I I L_J I l_ I I I I I I I I I I I 1 I 

I I I i I I I I I I I I 'III 

; I r-f .-"B -jj I v'T.-Y v'-.' v V -; 
2. DATE •: 11 i i 21 i i 2015 t 

3. FEC IDENTIFICATION NUMBER • 

4. IS THIS STATEMENT [Xl NEW (N) OR AMENDED (A) 

I certify that I have examined this Statement and to the best of my knowledge and belief it is true, correct and complete. 

Type or Print Name of Treasurer Mrs. Lorena Saenz Gonzalez 

Signature of Treasurer Mr^/iurtna Saenz Con«,l« 
r'M'nii-ij I I ^'i'v-Vy-lryi; 

""Y LLJ. IJ?J: 
NOTE: Submission of false, erroneous, or incomplete inlormation may subject the person signing tfiis Statement to the penalties of 2 U.S.C. §437g. 

ANY CHANGE IN INFORMATION SHOULD BE REPORTED WITHIN 10 DAYS. 

L 
Office 
Use 
Only 

For lurther Information conlacl: 
Federal Election Commission 
Toll Free 800-424-9530 
Local 202-E94-1I00 

FEC FORM 1 
(Revised 06/20f2) 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463 

November 16, 2016 

Mrs. Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, Treasurer 
Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 
121 N. 10th St. 
McAllen,TX 78501 

C00592659 
AF#: 3089 

Dear Mrs. Gonzalez: 

On September 2, 2016, the Federal Election Commission ("Commission") found reason 
to believe ("RTB") that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and you, in your official capacity as 
Treasurer ("respondents"), violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) for failing to file a 48-Hour Notice. 
The Commission also made a preliminary determination that the civil money penalty was 
$20,137 based on the schedule of penalties at 11 C.F.R. § 111.44. 

After reviewing your written response and any supplemental information submitted by 
you and Commission staff, the Reviewing Officer has recommended that the Commission make 
a final determination. A copy of the Reviewing Officer's recommendation is attached. 

You may file with the Commission Secretary a written response to the recommendation 
within 10 days of the date of this letter. Your written response should be sent to the Commission 
Secretary, 999 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20463 or via facsimile (202-208-3333). Please 
include the AF # in your response. Your response may not raise any arguments not raised in your 
original written response or not directly responsive to the Reviewing Officer's recommendation. 
11 C.F.R. § 111.36(f). The Commission will then make a final determination in this matter. 

Please contact me at the toll free number 800-424-9530 (press 0, then press 1660) or 202-
694-1660 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Rhiannon Magruder 
Reviewing Officer 
Office of Administrative Review 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASiiiNfiiON. irc;. 2n4(.;. 

2ni:.DLL:-7 

SENSITIVE 

December 7, 2016 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

Through: 

From: 

The Commission 

Alec Palmer 
Staff Director IP 
Patricia C. Orrock ^ 
Chief Compliance Officer 

I' 

Rhiannon Magruder 
Reviewing Officer 
Office of Administrative Review 

Subject: Final Determination Recommendation in AF# 3089 - Vicente Gonzalez for 
Congress and Mrs. Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, in her official capacity as Treasurer 
(C00592659) 

On September 2, 2016, the Commission found reason to believe ("RTB") that the 
respondents violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) for failing to timely file a 48-Hour Notice and made a 
preliminary determination that the civil money penalty was S20,137 based on the schedule of 
penalties at 11 C.F.R. § 111.44. 

On October 4, 2016, the Commission received their written response ("challenge"). 
After reviewing the challenge, the Reviewing Officer Recommendation ("ROR") dated 
November 16, 2016 was forwarded to the Commission, a copy was forwarded to the 
respondents, and is hereby incorporated by reference. The Reviewing Officer recommended that 
the Commission make a final detemiination that the respondents violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) 
and a.ssess a $20,137 civil money penalty. 

Within 10 days of transmittal of the recommendation, they may file a written response 
with the Commission Secretary which may not raise any arguments not raised in their challenge 
or not directly responsive to the ROR. 11 C.F.R. § 111.36(f). On November 23. 2016, the 
Commission received the respondents' payment of $2(),137. 



OAR Recommendations 

1. Adopt the Reviewing Officer recommendation for AF# 3089 involving Vicente Gonzalez for 
Congress and Mrs. Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, in her official capacity as Treasurer, in making 
the final determination; 

2. Make a final determination in AF# 3089 that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and Mrs. Lorena 
Saenz Gonzalez, in her official capacity as Treasurer, violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and 
assess a 520,137 civil money penalty; and 

3. Send the appropriate letter. 



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

AF 3089 
In the Matter of 

Final Detennination Recommendation: 
Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and Mrs. 
Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, in her official 
capacity as Treasurer (C00592659) 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Dayna C. Brown, Acting Secretary and Clerk of the Federal Election 

Commission, do hereby certify that on January 09, 2017, the Commission 

decided by a vote of 6-0 to take the following actions in AF# 3089: 

1. Adopt the Reviewing Officer Recommendation for AF# 3089 
involving Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and Mrs. Lorena Saenz 
Gonzalez, in her official capacity as Treasurer, in making the final 
detennination. 

2. Make a final determination in AF# 3089 that Vicente Gonzalez for 
Congress and Mrs. Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, in her official capacity 
as Treasurer, violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and assess a 520,137 
civil money picnalty. 

3. Send the appropriate letter. 

Commissioners Goodman, Hunter, Petersen, Ravel, Walther and Weintraub 

voted affirmatively for the decision. 

Attest: 

^4^ ' C^^r4^/tC3r^ 
la C. Brown ' Daynd 

Acting Secretary and Clerk of the 
Commission 



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, Lie. 20463 

January 18,2017 

Mrs. Lorena Saenz Gonzalez, Treasurer 
Vicente Gonzalez for Congress 
121 N. 10th St. 
McAllen,TX 78501 

C00592659 
AF#: 3089 

Dear Mrs. Gonzalez: 

On September 2, 2016, the Federal Election Commission ("the Commission") found 
reason to believe ("RTB") that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and you, in your official capacity 
as Treasurer, violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) for failing to file 48-Hour Notices. By letter dated 
September 2, 2016, the Commission sent notification of the RTB finding that included a civil 
money penalty calculated at RTB of $20,137 in accordance with the schedule of penalties at 
11 C.F.R. § 111.44. On October 4, 2016, the Office of Administrative Review received your 
written response challenging the RTB finding. 

The Reviewing Officer reviewed the Commission's RTB finding with its supporting 
documentation and your written response. Based on this review, the Reviewing Officer 
recommended that the Commission make a final determination that Vicente Gonzalez for 
Congress and you, in your official capacity as Treasurer, violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and 
assess a civil money penalty in the amount of $20,137 in accordance with 11 C.F.R. § 111.44. 
The Reviewing Officer Recommendation was sent to you on November 16, 2016. 

On January 9, 2017, the Commission adopted the Reviewing Officer's recommendation 
and made a final determination that Vicente Gonzalez for Congress and you, in your official 
capacity as Treasurer, violated 52 U.S.C. § 30104(a) and assessed a civil money penalty of 
$20,137. It is based on the same factors used to calculate the civil money penalty at RTB. A 
copy of the Final Determination Recommendation is attached. 

On November 23, 2016, the Commission received your $20,137 payment. 



If You Choose to Appeal the Final Determination and/or Civil Money Penalty 

Jf you choose to appeal the final determination, you should submit a written petition, 
within 30 days of receipt of this letter, to the U.S. District Court for the district in which the 
committee or you reside, or transact business, requesting that the final determination be modified 
or set aside. See 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(4)(C)(iii). Your failure to raise an argument in a timely 
fashion during the administrative process shall be deemed a waiver of the respondents' right to 
present such argument in a petition to the district court under 52 U.S.C. § 30109. 11 CFR § 
111.38. 

The confidentiality provisions at 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(12) no longer apply and this 
matter is now public. Pursuant to 11 C.F.R. §§ 111.42(b) and 111.20(c), the file will be placed 
on the public record within 30 days from the date of this notification. 

If you have any questions regarding the payment of the civil money penalty, please 
contact Rhiannon Magruder on our toll free number (800) 424-9530 (press 0, then ext. 1660) or 
(202) 694-1660. 

On behalf of the Commission, 

Steven T. Walther 
Chairman 



THIS IS THE END OF ADMINISTRATIVE FINE CASE # 309^^ 

7 
3 
5 


